VISIONARY
Father
Michael
Gemignani

By JEAMN CIAMPT

I 1997 Freeport was not the place
e be il vou needed medical ateeneion,

At that time the more chan 18,000
people living there had no practicing
phyvsivians te turn te wich their health
issues. What they did have, though,
wis Father Mike. And Farher Mike had
a wision.

W hen the Brazosport Medical Cen-
rer opened irs docrs more than four
vears ago, Father Michael Gemignani,
the recror at 3t Paol's Episcopal Church
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in Freeport, saw his vision be-

come a realicy.

"There's a bottomless pit of
need here for medical services,
There are so few who will take
Medicaid," Father Mike said of
the medical community, "And
those whe will, their rolls are
filled, This medical center was
very needed.”

The cenrer, which starved
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with cne primary care pliysi-
cian, a dentist, an n;}phtha]f
mlogist and a single pharma-
cist, had more than 13,000 pa-
tienl conraces last year alone,
Minety-five percent of which
were Medicaid patienes, More
are cxpected this year

Since its inception, primary
care and denral services have been ex-
panded. Father Mike and che Center's
Board of Directors are working ro bring
more specinlists, chiropractic care and

Father Mike’s
care for others

extends beyond
the church

mental healeh services. The
facilicy is now the newest
United Way agency in
Brazeria County, and the
Jesse Tree program is also in
residence.,

“The Jesse Tree started in

Cralveston to pair people with
needs o agencies that can
help,” explains Father Mike,
Tt prevents duplicarion of
services, They ory and ger un-
dernearh the presenting
problem to get help for the
real issue. [f a person needs
rent, why do they need rent?

bk

[s there o drug problem? Are they Laid-
oft! If it's o drugr problem, lor example,
they get them into treatment. Josha
Tree is a comprehensive program that
follows them through to be sure thew
get the help they need.”

Father Mike's unfalrering dedice-
riem to the Medical Center'’s success has
been infinite. T wrate grants and pro-
posals and handled mose of the plan-
ning, Six monchs before and chen one
to two vears after it opened, it was a full
timne job for me," he said,

Mook a lot of emotional energy.
There was one crisis after another. A
couple of times [ was really worried that
thiz was the end, and then God opened
another doo.”

These davs the outlocl for che clinie
is very brighr, An executive director has
been hired. The board is cohesive, pro-
ductive and looking towards expansion,
Father Mike can now turn some of his
artention to other things,

His interesrs are as diverse and lim-
itless as his capabiliies, A licensed ac
torney in three states, including Texas;
a former professor of mathematics, com-
puter science, and relecommunications;
past Senior Vice President for Academic
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Affairs nnd Provost at the Universivy of
Houston, Clear Lake; author of 14 pub-
lished books and over 100 articles span-
ning topics from law to religion ro com-
puter science and mach: a hushand ane
father of three.

“And he has o church, which by
itself is no easy fear,” his wile MNilda
poines out brightly. "He can do six
things at once and all of them brillinntly,
He site on lots of boards like Hospice
and the Cancer Clinic, He's an extraor-
dinary academician and a lovely priest,
He likzes people and listens. He's as brighe
as all ger out.”

Is there much he can’t do? What
about plumbing? “He can do thar, coo!
Nilda Laughs, I didn’t think he could
deall the things [ could, but he can, He
bias o wonderful sense of humor, and
we laugh every day.”

A tireless servant in his work with
the Episcopal Diocese of Texas, he has
Become the spiritual advisor and Chap-
lair for the Diccese’s Daughrers of the
King, a group of 2600 Episcopal

Fathar Mitie aod Execolive Director Mola
Crogpeis discuss Brazospont Madical Caonter
business, ahove, in tog photo, Father Wke
showvs a wisitor plannad new office space,

women, His active and growing church
has a congregation of approximarely
[25, And his wife reveals that he com-
poses and plavs beautiful hymns as a
form of praver,

"T have abilicics. ' highly edu-
cated,” Father Mike admics: T need to
use i, [t's a J'r:_‘sponsibii[t',r to ke in, as a
Christisn,

FBome say I'm g osick, workahalic,
that | should have o heen a committee,
[ have a very unusual backpround, bat
v used all of it Pve lived several <if-
terent lives thiar have all (it together and
fed each other,”

He's now taking some time to see
what new opportunities present thems
selves,

"Tda norintend to leave Freepart,
[ have no ambitions for a larger church
or to be elected Bishop,” he said. *Wich
this congregation, we've done a lot,
and, God willing, o will continue. I'm
sure there are more surprises in the
future." &



